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Area East News

1. Free Advice on Property Issues

The Royal Institution of Chartered Surveyors (RICS), in association with the National Council for Voluntary Organisations (NCVO) and the Charity Finance Directors’ Group, has set up Charity Property Help for charities & other voluntary organisations.  The scheme provides a one-hour consultation free of charge on matters such as property strategy, property management, project management, office relocation, rent reviews, service charges, dilapidations, lease renewals, disposing of freehold & leasehold properties, capital additions, planning issues, rates, council tax, environmental issues, health & safety, Disability Discrimination Act (DDA) compliance, risk & disaster management, landlord & tenant disputes relating to boundaries, repairs, builders or insurance claims.  If additional time is required, a fee is negotiated.  Details are at: www.charitypropertyhelp.com.  Another source of information about property issues is the Ethical Property Foundation at: www.ethicalproperty.org.uk, which provides written briefings & training on property issues and has a helpline for charities & other voluntary organisations

2. Heart of Wessex Rail Partnership

Congratulations to the Castle Cary Sustainable Tourism Group for their project improving & promoting the walking route from Castle Cary Station & promoting the town to visitors arriving by rail.  It has been shortlisted for a national award.  Go to www.acorp.uk.com, click on the link for Community Rail Awards and then "View shortlisted entries here" - Category 12 - The Local Station Environment Award.  There is some tough competition in this category so just being shortlisted is brilliant and very newsworthy!  Please contact Catherine Phillips, Rail Partnership Officer, for further information catherine.phillips@southsomerset.gov.uk or tel: 07971 111816

3. Dog Control Orders – Parish Workshop - REMINDER

You will recently have received a letter from our Enforcement Officer inviting you to attend a Parish Workshop to be held at Churchfield, Wincanton on Wednesday 4 November at 6.30pm.  The Streetscene Enforcement Officers are intending to make Dog Control Orders across the District with effect from 31 March 2010 and would welcome your comments, recommendations or queries on this matter.  Please email: esgenforcement@southsomerset.gov.uk or telephone Martin Hacker on 01935 462838 to let us know who will be attending to represent your Parish and give your views.

Area East Community Safety Action Panel News

1. Success of Community Justice Panel

Wincanton, Castle Cary and Bruton (Area East) now have their own Community Justice Panel based on the existing model in Chard, Crewkerne and Ilminster (Area West).  The Community Justice Panel deals with low-level antisocial behaviour type crimes and also neighbour disputes on behalf of Housing Associations.  Since April 2009 they have dealt with 9 cases.  A Steering Group has been formed and a temporary Coordinator is in post.  Avon and Somerset Police are fully supportive of the initiative, as are South Somerset District Council, Housing Associations and Somerset County Council.  Avon and Somerset Police have confirmed their commitment by seconding a Police Officer to assist in the setting up of the new Panel.  The project is actively seeking volunteers from the local communities to assist in the running of these Community Justice Panels by helping to facilitate.  All volunteers will receive training in restorative practices, including facilitator skills.  If you think you might be interested in being a volunteer for this exciting new project then please telephone Julia Cook on 01460 260341 or email julia.cook@southsomerset.gov.uk for more information.
2. Reduction in crime figures & increase in detection rate

Looking at crime specifically for the Wincanton area, we have recorded between May to July 2008 - 76 crimes with a detection rate of 17%.  This year over the same period we have recorded 86 crimes but have achieved a detection rate of just under 28%.  The year on year crime figures for May - July 2009, shows a significant decrease in the number of thefts, criminal damage and violent crime being reported.  The reports of burglary have very slightly increased, from 43 reported incidents in 2008 to 48 in 2009.  This is due to encouraging people to report crime as and when it happens, linked with directed crime investigation and enhanced supervision.

Looking at Area East as a whole - 01/04/08 - 30/06/08 - 311 reported crimes; 01/04/09 - 30/06/09 - 228 reported crimes.  This is a massive reduction in reported crimes for a year on year figure.  The positive benefits of this are that we can invest more officer time in crime prevention and high visibility reassurance patrolling, as well as being able to further integrate into robust partnership working for the benefit of the Area.   

3. New Funding Awards made to 3 Projects 

The following 3 funding awards were made by the Panel at their meeting on 11 August 2009:

(a) £120 to the Linx Project to support the launch event of the ReAct bus in Wincanton in late September/early October (date tbc).  The aim of the bus is to provide young people with a safe place to socialise and also with regular access to support from youth workers & volunteers from the local community

(b) Up to a maximum of £1,320 to Time Out Together as a 50% contribution to deliver the Jumicar road safety project to a maximum of 8 schools in Area East

(c) £700 to Avon and Somerset Constabulary (subject to them being unsuccessful in securing Community Cashback funding) to deliver a Trickster performance in Castle Cary, with invites being extended to the outlying areas.  The Trickster play is based around the theme of distraction burglary and tells the story of a proud soldier who falls victim to distraction burglars.  The story follows the soldier, George, as he battles with being conned & beats the bogus callers.  The entertaining, hour-long play includes crime prevention advice and the audience leaves knowing how to better protect themselves against distraction burglary

South Somerset Together (Local Strategic Partnership) News

1. What is the LSP?

 South Somerset Together is the Local Strategic Partnership (LSP) made up of public, private and voluntary sector organisations committed to delivering the Sustainable Community Strategy for the District.  You can read about the LSP, the Strategy and the programmes and actions being delivered this year on the website: www.southsomersettogether.org.uk.  For more information contact Saveria Moss, the LSP Coordinator on 01963 435004 or lsp@southsomerset.gov.uk 
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