MUDFORD PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL HELD IN THE VILLAGE HALL ON THURSDAY 31st JANUARY 2008 COMMENCING AT 7.30 P.M.
Members are reminded that the Council has general duty to consider the following matters in the exercise of any of its functions: Equal Opportunities (race, gender, sexual orientation, marital status and any disability) Crime & Disorder, Health & Safety and Human Rights.
OPEN SESSION
Concern expressed by residents of Hinton Lane regarding the flooding on the road and due to the height of the road above the cottages the problems when vehicles travel through the floods make a wave of water.  Flooding is also a problem at the crossroads on the main A359.  Mr. Bartlett emailed both South Somerset Highways and South Somerset District Council on 17th January and is still awaiting reply.  Clerk to follow up and inform concerned residents.

Objections were made to siting of the zebra crossing by the residents of The Cottage and Silverdale. Site Meeting to be arranged with Somerset County Council.

County Councillor Sam Crabb sent his apologies and reported that budget negotiations underway for the setting of the Council Tax which is likely to be in the region of 3.8%.  He also reported that funds were available for dropped kerbs from the Village Hall to the Post Office.

PCSO’s areas are changing with 2 additional PCSO’s being appointed.

70.
ATTENDANCE AND TO RECEIVE ANY APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE AND TO CONSIDER ACCEPTANCE OF THE REASONS 

Mrs. Rowlands in the Chair, Mr. Bartlett, Mrs. Barlow, Mr. Brown, Mr. Hardes, Mr. B. Langmead, Mrs. A. Taylor

District Councillor Tony Capozzoli

PCSO Rachel attended in place of PCSO’s Janet Furnish and Mel Austin

Apologies for Absence:

County Councillor Sam Crabb
71.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST:

None

72.
MINUTES of the Parish Council Meetings held on 29th November 2007 which had been circulated to members in draft form were taken as read, confirmed and signed.

Mr. Bartlett reported that no benches are available at present but will be kept informed as to when refurbished ones would be available.

73.
PLANNING:

(a) PLANNING DECISIONS:

(i) 07/03974/LBC The carrying out of internal alterations to form an en-suite bathroom and the installation of a new window in the north elevation.  The Old Farmhouse Mudford Yeovil Somerset BA21 5TJ.  Granted.

(b)
PLANNING APPLICATIONS:
07/05557/FUL Erection of a conservatory Plot 4 The Grange Primrose Lane Yeovil Somerset BA21 5TN. No objection and recommend approval

(c)
PLANNING CORRESPONDENCE: 
Clerk has received list and photos of all Planning Officers and staff.

Copy of the details of the Lyde Key Site given to each Parish Councillors.
74.
REPORTS BY DISTRICT AND COUNTY COUNCILLORS, POLICE, VILLAGE HALL COMMITTEE, SOUTH SOMERSET HOMES:

District Councillor Tony Capozzoli reported meetings attended.  SSDC Planning Department are approximately 3 months behind with planning applications.  Fencing between “The Grange” site and Mr. & Mrs. Pamplin’s has been satisfactorily replaced.  Revisions to the District Council’s Regulation Committee are likely in the future.

He supports the provision of the zebra crossing in Mudford.  He will follow up concerns of Parishioners regarding the height helicopters fly over the village.

Village Hall – Despite the loss of the lottery grant, it is anticipated that the £70,000 grant from the District and County Councils will still be available.  The Committee are working extremely hard making grant applications from other sources.

South Somerset Homes – Bingo twice a week and quiz nights, hoping to start a luncheon club.  Wiltshire Foods meals are dearer thatnat present, those without microwaves and freezers may have them provided.

The 2 new bungalows are nearing completion, all fencing completed, however the playing field has as yet to be reinstated.  Mr. Hardes to monitor.

Mr. Capozzoli left the meeting at 8.30 p.m.
75.
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES:
(a) Cemetery – maintenance of cemetery.  Unanimously agreed to accept the quotation from Mr. Steve Lloyd for the works to the cemetery.  Kerbing, path clearing and guttering to be the first stage to be undertaken as soon as possible.  Works to the gates and seats to be undertaken in May when the weather has improved.  Defer extending the paths and other works.

(b) Pedestrian Crossing.  Mudford Parish Council are wholeheartedly in favour of a pedestrian crossing in Mudford and have been working towards the provision of one for many years.  As a result of the parish wide consultation for the Parish Plan one of the main objectives was the provision of a crossing in the centre of the village.  Require clarification on the exact location and requests a site meeting with the County Council.

(c) Playing field maintenance – Quotation from K M Dike for this season of £55.20 per cut with 16 cuts totalling £883.20p. plus VAT in comparison with last season £48 per cut with 16 cuts totalling £768 plus VAT was unanimously agreed.  Reiterate that we were very pleased with the work undertaken.

Report by Mr. Bartlett on his meeting with Barbara Collier from South Somerset District Council when they toured the village examining all the trees.  The two diseased poplar trees to be felled and every other one to thin out.  SSDC will make a 100% grant to replant trees and shrubs with oaks and ash.  Parish Councillors to suggest suitable logging contractor to under this work at no cost to the Parish Council.

(d) Matters received by the Clerk since the publication of the Agenda

(i)
Graffiti and bins – graffiti cleaner details forwarded to Mr. Brake following graffiti on his wall.  

A review of all the dog bins in South Somerset District Council is being undertaken at present so advisable to wait for the results of this before making any decision on replacements.

(ii) SSDC Scheme for provision and planting of spring bulbs – information passed to the Gardening Club for bulbs to be planted by the church, Hales Meadow and across the bridge.

(iii) Strategic Housing Market Assessment Meeting on 14th February 2008 – information passed to Mr. Bartlett.

(iv) Sewage/drainage problems throughout the village including Primrose Lane.  Request meeting with Wessex Water and their attendance at the next Parish Council Meeting on 28th February 2008.

76.
FINANCIAL MATTERS:

(a) Receipts and payments 


As at 31st January 2008
Receipts & Payments since November Meeting





RECEIPTS





24.12.07
Appleby & Childs
Cashmore Memorial
170
 £      25.00 



Ian Raby
Mrs Partridge 
170
 £    140.00 


31.12.07
Nat West
Reserve Account Interest

 £      10.26 



Nat West
Bonus Saver Account Interest

 £    130.03 



Nat West
Bonus Saver Account Bonus

 £      51.54 



TOTAL RECEIPTS



 £      356.83 


PAYMENTS





3.1.08
K M Dike
Playing field maintenance
669
 £    225.60 


31.1.08
SLCC
Annual Subscription
670
 £      91.00 



Sig-Ma
Computer technical support
671
 £      22.50 



Vision ICT Ltd
Website and .gov.uk
672
 £    293.75 



SALC
Training Events
673
 £      30.00 



Mudford Village Hall
Grant for 06/07
674
 £  1,000.00 



South Somerset CAB
Grant 
675
 £    100.00 



SSAV & CA Ltd (CVS)
Grant
676
 £    100.00 



TOTAL CHEQUES



 £   1,862.85 


BANK ACCOUNTS






As at 31st January 2008






Current Account


 £    100.00 



Business Reserve Account


 £    803.59 



Bonus Saver Account
Opened 22.6.05

 £18,920.04 



TOTAL BANK ACCOUNTS



 £ 19,823.63 


CHEQUES FOR SIGNATURE AT MEETING 31ST JANUARY 2008






NOT INCLUDED IN BANK BALANCES






£1,500 to be transferred from Bonus Saver to Business Reserve to cover cheques





The invoices, cheques and bank statements checked by Mr. Hardes and approved. Cheques signed as above.

(b) Computer upgrade and Website – Following the retirement of the Clerk from Yeovil Without Parish Council shared equipment is required to be replaced.  Proposed by Mr. Hardes and seconded by Mr. Brown and unanimously agreed to purchase the necessary equipment at an approximate cost of £416.  The Clerk reported that further discounts may be available.

(c) Annual Subscription for Society of Council Clerks – Following the retirement of the Clerk from Yeovil Without Parish Council the full subscription of £91 was made – cheque as above.

(d) Training Events –  Clerk to attend SALC Training Events on 27th February Freedom of Information Act 2000 Document Retention and 10th April Audit and Accounting Update with Accounting and Managing Charities as a Sole Managing Trustee at a total cost of £30 cheque as above. 

Clerk to complete the Society of Local Council Clerks Continuous Professional Development details.
77.
CORRESPONDENCE:

· SSDC New Model Code of Conduct for Councillors – Training for Parish Councils Thursday 7th February Shrubbery Hotel Ilminster 7-8.30p.m., Tuesday 12th Churchfields Wincanton 7-8.30p.m. Wednesday 20th Long Sutton Golf Club 2-3.30p.m. Tuesday 26th February Council Chamber Brympton Way 7-8.30p.m.

Mrs. Rowlands and Mr. Bartlett to attend 26th February Training at Brympton Way.  The Clerk is to attend on 20th February at Long Sutton Golf Club.

· SSDC Second Meeting of Area East Forum Wednesday 27th February Queen Camel Village Hall 6 p.m. Mrs. Rowlands and Mr. Langmead to attend.

· Department of Communities and Local Government Consultation Paper and SALC Summary circulated to Parish Councillors.

· SSDC Area East Meeting with the Parishes on Wednesday 19th March from 6.30 p.m. to 9 p.m. – Clerk to be informed of numbers attending by the 28th February Parish Council Meeting.

· Parish Flood Fair on 21st and 22nd February.  Mrs. Rowlands and possibly Mr. Hardes to attend on 21st February at Yeovil Football Club.

78.
URGENT BUSINESS ARISING AFTER THE PREPARATION OF THIS AGENDA, WHICH THE CHAIRMAN AGREES TO TAKE AS URGENT.  SUCH MATTERS WILL BE FOR NOTING OR DEFERRAL TO A FUTURE MEETING ONLY

Reply from Greatworth to the grant request Village Hall discussed and approved letter from Parish Council to be sent requesting reconsideration.

Letter from Village Hall regarding the utilisation of the grass area for parking read to the meeting.

Somerset Wildlife Trust are to undertake a full wildlife survey and set up a management plan for the withey bed next to the pumping station.  One of the species is the rare Somerset pear.  

Angela Taylor handed in her resignation to the Parish Council however will continue to undertake communication functions for the Parish Council.  The necessary notices and procedure for co-option to be undertaken by the Clerk for the vacancy in Mudford village.

Items for the next Meeting’s Agenda – Mudford Post Office.

79.
LIST OF ITEMS DISTRIBUTED AND AVAILABLE SINCE LAST MEETING: Area East Bulletin, SDC Play Policy & Strategy, Safer Somerset Awards, South Somerset Homes News Winter 2007, SCC Parish Council Questionnaire Highway Related Services Results 2007, SCC Winter Service 07/08, SSDC Area South Community Forum 31st January, Local Council Review January 08, Area East Bulletin December 07, Somerset’s Community Safety Newsletter Winter 07, Clerks & Councils Direct January 2008. Noted.

80.
NEXT QUARTERLY PARISH COUNCIL MEETINGS:

Thursday 28th February 2008, Annual Parish Meeting and Annual Parish Council Meeting Thursday 29th May, 2008, Thursday 28th August 2008 and Thursday 27th November 2008

Further meetings will be called as necessary usually on the last Thursday of the month

Meeting closed at 10.10 p.m.

