MUDFORD PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL HELD IN THE VILLAGE HALL ON THURSDAY 28th FEBRUARY 2008 COMMENCING AT 7.30 P.M.
Members are reminded that the Council has general duty to consider the following matters in the exercise of any of its functions: Equal Opportunities (race, gender, sexual orientation, marital status and any disability) Crime & Disorder, Health & Safety and Human Rights.
OPEN SESSION
PCSO’s Mel Austin and Janet Furnish attended and gave details of the two new additional PCSO’s for the Somerton Area being trained at present, one at Somerton and the other at North Stone (Keinton Mandeville).  This frees up Mel and Jan to concentrate on our area.  Mel has a surgery at Mudford Café every other Thursday as from 28th February 2008.

Paper recycling bin has been removed, reported that smashed glass on hard surfacing Mel agreed to report this to SSDC for clearing up.  

Reported further accidents on A359 at Hinton Cross and Marston Magna and this is being monitored by the Parish Council.  Melvin Small is at Road Policing Unit Yeovil.

Parishioners in Hinton Lane reported that there had been no progress regarding flooding and drainage.  District Councillor Tony Capozzoli to look into this on behalf of Mr. & Mrs. Haynes and Clerk to forward copies of correspondence and notify South Somerset Highways that landowners are not prepared to bear the cost of drainage works.

Angela Taylor Post Mistress attended meeting regarding Post Office closure programme.

81.
ATTENDANCE AND TO RECEIVE ANY APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE AND TO CONSIDER ACCEPTANCE OF THE REASONS 

Mrs. Rowlands in the Chair, Mr. Bartlett, Mrs. Barlow, Mr. Brown, Mr. Hardes, Mr. B. Langmead, 

District Councillor Tony Capozzoli

PCSO’s Mel Austin and Janet Furnish 

County Councillor Sam Crabb 

82.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST: None

83.
MINUTES of the Parish Council Meetings held on 31st January 2008 which had been circulated to members in draft form were taken as read, confirmed and signed.

Agreed to move Item 6(e) of the Agenda Village Shop & Post Office to the beginning of the meeting.

84. Village Shop & Post Office

The Parish Council wholeheartedly support the petition and objections to the proposed closure of the post office.  A demonstration of support for Mudford Post Office is to take place on 29th February with David Laws MP, District Councillor Tony Capozolli, County Councillor Sam Crabb, representatives from the Parish Council and villages attending together with the press.  South Somerset District Council Area East Committee will be discussing the proposed post office closures at its Committee Meeting on Wednesday 12th March and representatives from all the appropriate bodies and villagers will be attending.

A letter from the Parish Council supporting Mudford Post Office to be sent to all the appropriate authorities including Post Office Ltd.

85.
PLANNING:

(a) PLANNING DECISIONS:

(i) 07/05557/FUL Erection of a conservatory.  Plot 4 The Grange Primrose Lane Yeovil BA21 5TN.  Granted. Noted.

(b) PLANNING APPLICATIONS: 

Notified but not yet received by Parish Council – Access for Silverdale Main Street Mudford.  The planning application has not yet been received however consideration was given to the principle and it was agreed to make no objection.  Delegated to the Clerk in consultation with the Chairman and Vice Chairman to make necessary comments to the Planning Authority.  

There is potential loss of the red telephone box but this should be retained within the village possibly on the other side of the village hall car park.  It is essential that vehicles be able to turn around within the curtilage of the property.

(c)
PLANNING CORRESPONDENCE:

SSDC and SCC Draft Document Validation of Planning Applications.  Noted.

86.
REPORTS BY DISTRICT AND COUNTY COUNCILLORS, POLICE, VILLAGE HALL COMMITTEE, SOUTH SOMERSET HOMES:

District Councillor Tony Capozzoli reported on meetings attended.  Letter to be sent to him requesting grant towards provision of chairs for the village hall and increased parking area in the village hall car park.  Copy of request to Tim Cook.

87.
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES:
(a) Cemetery – maintenance of cemetery.  Works to be undertaken shortly.  Reminder to be sent regarding provision of cemetery sign and markers.

(b) Pedestrian Crossing – Update

Details of site meeting on 21st February with Somerset County Council representatives and letter of confirmation with latest plans detailed to the meeting.  The scheme will now progress together with a highway audit.

District Councillor Tony Capozzoli left the meeting at 8.40 p.m.

(c) Sewerage problems in the Mudford area – Update.  The Main Street road drains have been cleared.  Situation to be monitored for three months.

(d) Highway flooding at Hinton – Update.  Reply to be sent to Scott Davis at South Somerset Highways confirming landowners are not prepared to fund highway drainage repairs.

(e) Village Shop & Post Office See Minute 84 above.

(f) Playing field trees – Two quotations received for £2000 and £1,750, further quotation to be sought from B & G Downs.

(g) SCC South Somerset Area Working Panel.  Funding refused with regard to village hall chairs and pedestrian crossing.

(h) Parish Council Vacancy.  Statutory Notice regarding calling an election expires on 29th February.  If no poll is called the vacancy can be filled by co-option at the next meeting. Application Forms available from the Clerk.   

(i) Village Hall Car Park and dog bins.  Spaces in the car park have been white lined.  Funding is not available regarding extending the car park onto the grass area.  Request to be made to the village hall for costing for the works.  Requests to be made to District Councillor Tony Capozzoli and County Councillor Sam Crabb for funding for the car park.

(j) Matters received by the Clerk since the publication of the Agenda

The Clerk attended SALC training event regarding document retention and archive storage.  Agreed to deposit Parish records including Minute books at the Somerset Record Office as applicable.

88.
FINANCIAL MATTERS:

(a)
As at 28th February 2008
Receipts & Payments since 31st January 2008 Meeting





RECEIPTS






Nat West
Reserve Account Interest

 £           -   



Nat West
Bonus Saver Account Interest

 £           -   



Nat West
Bonus Saver Account Bonus

 £           -   



TOTAL RECEIPTS



 £              -   


PAYMENTS





28.2.08
Dinah Cheek
Clerks Emoluments
677
 £  1,313.74 



HM Revenue & Customs
PAYE
678
 £    181.71 



Sig-ma
Computer software & support
679
 £    203.50 



Information Commissioner
Data Protection Annual Renewal
680
 £      35.00 



Smart Cartridge
Cartridges
681
 £      19.76 



SLCC
Clerks Manual and postage
682
 £      50.95 



Viking Direct Ltd.
Stationery
683
 £    111.55 



Viking Direct Ltd.
Stamp 
684
 £      28.52 



Mr. P. Flagg
Cemetery Maintenance
685
 £    575.00 



TOTAL CHEQUES



 £   2,519.73 


BANK ACCOUNTS






As at 28th February 2008






Current Account


 £    100.00 



Business Reserve Account


 £    666.34 



Bonus Saver Account
Opened 22.6.05

 £17,420.04 



TOTAL BANK ACCOUNTS



 £ 18,186.38 


CHEQUES FOR SIGNATURE AT MEETING 28th FEBRUARY 2008






NOT INCLUDED IN BANK BALANCES






£2,000 to be transferred from Bonus Saver to Business Reserve to cover cheques





(b)
Clerks Contract for signature.   Contract signed by the Chairman and the Clerk.  Disciplinary and Appeals Committees to be set up.

(c)
Computer upgrade and Website.  Cheques signed as above.  The Website will be up and running in the next week or so.

(d)
Data Protection Annual Renewal.  No changes and cheque signed as above.

(e)
Appointment of Internal and External Auditors.  Agreed and letter of confirmation and acceptance to be sent to Internal Auditor.  Estimated cost of 2007/2008 Internal Audit is £134.

(f)
Online PAYE Annual Return 07/08 Discount £100.  Noted.

(g)
Financial Risk Assessment.  Review to take place of insurance for office equipment at annual renewal.  CD ROM of computer information to be placed with the Chairman.  Review of any gifts to be made at February and August Meetings.  All risk assessment matters reviewed and approved as reports.

89.
CORRESPONDENCE:

· SSDC Annual Parish Meeting with Area East Town & Parish Councils Wednesday 19th March 2008 6.30 p.m. at the Council Offices, Wincanton.  Chairman and Mr. Hardes to attend.  (Meeting cancelled and replaced with one on 30th April.

· Community Council for Somerset Questionnaire.  Noted.

· SSDC Supplier Accreditation System “Constructionline”.  Noted.

· Grant thank you letters from South Somerset Citizens Advice Bureau and  SSAVCA (CVS).

90.
Burial Forms for Signature – Edna Maria Partridge.  Signed by Parish Councillors and Clerk.

91.
URGENT BUSINESS ARISING AFTER THE PREPARATION OF THIS AGENDA, WHICH THE CHAIRMAN AGREES TO TAKE AS URGENT.  SUCH MATTERS WILL BE FOR NOTING OR DEFERRAL TO A FUTURE MEETING ONLY

Mr. Langmead met with South Somerset Highways (Tony Leach is contact) with regard to the patching program of potholes.  

Accident 14th February on A359 after Hinton Crossroads.

92.
LIST OF ITEMS DISTRIBUTED AND AVAILABLE SINCE LAST MEETING: Area East Bulletin; Playing Field Newsletter Winter 07-08;  South Somerset Voluntary & Community Action Winter 2008 Newsletter; SCC Somerset Local Access Forum Annual Newsletter 06-07; Department of Communities & Local Government Consultation on orders and regulations relating to the conduct of Local Authority members in England and SALC Summary; Thatch Winter 2007; Tree Talk February 2008.

Noted.

93.
NEXT QUARTERLY PARISH COUNCIL MEETINGS:

Annual Parish Meeting and Annual Parish Council Meeting Thursday 29th May, 2008, Thursday 28th August 2008 and Thursday 27th November 2008

Further meetings will be called as necessary usually on the last Thursday of the month
Meeting closed at 9.35p.m.

