MUDFORD PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL HELD IN THE VILLAGE HALL ON THURSDAY 27th NOVEMBER 2008 COMMENCING AT 7.30 P.M.
Members are reminded that the Council has general duty to consider the following matters in the exercise of any of its functions: Equal Opportunities (race, gender, sexual orientation, marital status and any disability) Crime & Disorder, Health & Safety and Human Rights.
OPEN SESSION
Helen Watkins kindly provided coffee and mince pies during the Open Session

PSCO’s Mel Austin and Jan Furnish (Sparks) attended meeting.  Mel is moving to the Aller area and Jan will be covering Mudford.  The new Beat Manager is Dave Pepper and Mudford will now come under Wincanton.  New details to be on Parish Council Website and in Three Villages Newsletter.  Mel will be attending the Village Café for the last time on 18th December.

Mudford Village Hall Management Committee Chairman Philip Muscutt and Treasurer and Booking Secretary Clare Bartlett attended the meeting Report as attached

34.
ATTENDANCE AND TO RECEIVE ANY APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE AND TO CONSIDER ACCEPTANCE OF THE REASONS 

Mrs. Rowlands in the Chair, Mrs. Barlow, Mr. Brown, Mr. Hardes Mr. B. Langmead, 

 Apologies for Absence:

Mr. Bartlett – away on business

Sarah Alford – handed in resignation and did not attend meeting

District Councillor Tony Capozzoli

County Councillor Sam Crabb

35.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST: None

36.
MINUTES of the Parish Council Meetings held on 28th August 2008 which had been circulated to members in draft form were taken as read, confirmed and signed.

37.
PLANNING:

(a) PLANNING DECISIONS: 

(i) 08/02874/FUL Relocation of 4 parking spaces.  Land OS 8908 Part Primrose Lane Mudford Yeovil Somerset BA21 5SH.  Refused. Noted.

(b)
PLANNING APPLICATIONS:
(i) 08/04443/REM Residential development of 226 dwellings with landscaping, open space, infrastructure and all other associated works. Key Site Lyde Road Yeovil Somerset BA21 5HR.  Adjoining Parish of Yeovil Without.

(ii)
08/04785/REM Residential development of 119 units, landscaping, open space, infrastructure and all other associated works.  Key Site Lyde Road Yeovil Somerset BA21 5HR.  Adjoining Parish of Yeovil Without.

Both developments concern over drainage into the River Yeo and runoff of hard surfacing affecting the flood plain and down stream to Mudford with the possibility of increased flooding.

Increased traffic movements particularly at the junction of Lyde Road with Mudford Road and Primrose Lane at the boundary of Mudford on the A359

(c)
PLANNING CORRESPONDENCE: 
(i) New Householder Planning Legislation.  Noted and the Clerk has a copy for reference.

(ii) West Dorset Design & Sustainable Development Planning Guidance.  Noted and the Clerk has a copy for reference.

The footpath between Main Street and Hales Meadow was closed for works however no warning signs or notices were displayed.

38.
REPORTS BY DISTRICT AND COUNTY COUNCILLORS, POLICE, VILLAGE HALL COMMITTEE,  SOUTH SOMEREST HOMES:

District and County Councillors reports as attached

Police Report at beginning of Meeting

Village Hall Report at beginning of Meeting – as attached

South Somerset Homes – Due to the lack of a PCT Test for electrical safety the decorations and Christmas tree in the community room at Milton House are required to be taken down.  Mr. Brown to clarify this with South Somerset Homes.

39.
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES:
(a) Playing Field – Annual Playground Inspection offer & Playground Risk Assessment Service.  Proposed by Mr. Brown and seconded by Mr. Hardes and unanimously agreed to accept SSDC’s offer of Annual Inspection and Risk Assessment at a cost of £67.50p. 

Mr. Dike’s quotation for maintenance of the playing field from 1st April 2009 to 31st March 2010 was accepted.

(b) Cemetery - maintenance of cemetery and footpaths. Memorial Design.  Mr. Dike’s quotation for maintenance of the cemetery from 1st April 2009 to 31st March 2010 was accepted.

Proposed by Mr. Brown and seconded by Mr. Langmead and unanimously agreed that photo plaques on memorials to a maximum size of 6 inches by 4 inches by accepted.  Details to be added to the Table of Fees which is displayed on the Parish Council website.

As the cemetery mower no longer required and none of the local churches were interested in purchasing the mower as previously agreed the Clerk is meeting with Mr. Dike on Friday to see if he is interested in purchasing the mower.  If not then advertise for sale in the Parish Magazine.

Proposed by Mr. Hardes, seconded by Mrs. Rowlands and unanimously agreed to request Vision ICT Ltd. to provide database for cemetery information and additional backup to be kept in a separate location.  At a cost of under £400.

(c) Highways matters throughout the Parish and Pedestrian Crossing

Up Mudford temporary repairs to road undertaken by Highway Authority and tarmac to be replaced with concrete in due course. 

Highway authority to be reminded of works to potholes and slips in Primrose Lane and drainage problems in the Main Street and request feedback and timescale for works to be undertaken.

Speeding through village with unauthorised lorries and car transporters.

The Pedestrian Crossing is to be installed in this financial year (by 31st March 2009).  SCC are progressing the scheme and a road safety audit and further local consultation to be undertaken.  Works to the telegraph pole and wall are to be undertaken.

(d) Parish Plan update. All that remains to be done is photographs and printing.  Update meeting Mrs. Rowlands and Mr. Hardes on 4th December.

(e) BT Payphone Removal Programme.  Proposed by Mr. Langmead and seconded by Mr. Hardes not to purchase phonebox, 2 against.  Postpone decision to next meeting.

(f) Matters received by the Clerk since the publication of the Agenda

Request dog warden patrols on playing field.  Proposed by Mr. Hardes and seconded by Mrs. Rowlands and unanimously agreed to move existing litter bin and purchase a dog bin and relocate at back of grass area.  Look into providing a barrier to stop motorcycles speeding through car park into playing field.
40.
Local Council Survey and Parish Charter.  Noted.  Received and read.

41.
Pioneer Somerset: “Devolution of Services” Survey.  Clerk to complete.  Agreed no devolution of services to the Parish Council due to lack of finance and manpower.

42.
Freedom of Information Adoption of New Regulations.  Proposed by Mrs. Rowlands and seconded by Mrs. Barlow and unanimously agreed to adopt the Model Publication Scheme with charges of 10p. per sheet and £10 for a detailed search .  Information to be provided on the website free.

43.
Consultation Document - Codes of conduct for local authority members and employees.  Unanimously agreed Code of conduct for local authority employees.

44.
Public Consultation on the Draft Cultural Strategy for Somerset.  Noted.

45.
FINANCIAL MATTERS:
(a) Receipts and payments 


As at 27th November 2008
Receipts & Payments since August 2008 Meeting






RECEIPTS






4.11.08
RHP Green
Critchell Memorial
185
 £      45.00 



30.9.08
Nat West
Reserve Account Interest

 £      18.65 



30.9.08
Nat West
Bonus Saver Account Interest

 £    126.80 



30.9.08
Nat West
Bonus Saver Account Bonus

 £      63.40 




TOTAL RECEIPTS



£      253.85 



PAYMENTS






4.9.08
S Lloyd
Cemetery Maintenance
713
 £    110.00 



4.9.08.
K M Dike
Playing Field & Cemetery Maint
714
 £    611.94 



23.10.08
Angela Taylor
Refurbishment of noticeboard
715
 £      30.00 



27.11.08
Cartridge Wyse
Year Planner & Cartridges
716
 £      43.97 



27.11.08
SLCC
Cemetery Maintenance CD
717
 £      14.00 



27.11.08
Moore Stephens
Audit Fee
718
 £    158.62 



27.11.08
SLCC
Annual Subscription
719
 £      94.00 



27.11.08
Vision ICT
Hosting and Support to 18.12.09
720
 £    117.50 



27.11.08
Dinah Cheek
Clerks Emoluments
721
 £  1,484.40 



27.11.08
Revenue & Customs
PAYE
722
 £    210.05 




TOTAL CHEQUES



£   2,874.48 



BANK ACCOUNTS







As at 27.11.2008







Current Account


 £    100.00 




Business Reserve Account


 £  1,133.29 




Bonus Saver Account
Opened 22.6.05

 £25,343.82 




TOTAL BANK ACCOUNTS



£ 26,577.11 


CHEQUE FOR SIGNATURE AT MEETING 27TH NOVEMBER 2008 NOT INCLUDED IN BANK BALANCES

Transfer of £1,500 to be made from Bonus Saver to Business Reserve Account to cover above cheques

A further cheque for £10 for the Village Hall agreed for coffee and mince pies provided during Open Session

Invoices, cheques, bank statements checked by Mr. Hardes.   Cheques approved and signed as above.

(b) Annual Return 07/08.  The signed Annual Return for the year ended 31st March 2008 and invoice received from Moore Stephens.  There were no matters to be dealt with and the statutory notice of closure of the audit has been posted on the Parish Noticeboards. 

(c) Budget comparison and Bank Reconciliation to 31st October 2008 Noted and approved.

(d) Setting of Precept for 2009-2010.  Proposed by Mr. Brown, seconded by Mr. Langmead and unanimously agreed that Precept be set at £15,000 which is the same as 2008-2009.

(e) Annual Subscription for Society of Council Clerks January 2009.  Agreed and cheque signed for £94.

(f) Grant applications – Mudford Village Hall, Citizens Advice Bureau, Victim Support.  Proposed by Mr. Langmead, seconded by Mr. Hardes and unanimously agreed maintenance grant for Mudford Village Hall of £1,000 for the current year, Citizens Advice Bureau £100, Age Concern £100.  All cheques to be signed at next meeting.

(g) Clerks Salary Review – Joint Recommendation of NALC & SLCC for the year to 31st March 2009.  As agreed at Annual Parish Council Meeting on 29th May 2008 the backdated salary increase to 1st April 2009 was paid to Clerk.

(h) Drive Awareness Course 10th March 2009 Mudford Village Hall.  Approved payment of £40 to cover cost of hire of Village Hall.

(i) Parish Council Allowances – SSDC Recommendation 08/09.  Approved however as previously agreed Mudford Parish Councillors do not claim allowances.

46.
CORRESPONDENCE:

· Fuel Poverty posters.  Displayed on noticeboard

· Council Question Time events across Somerset 26th November SSDC Offices Yeovil 6-8p.m. Noted.

· Somerset Water Management Partnership. Noted.

· SSDC Flood Awareness Workshops 1st December Memorial Hall, Queen Camel 5-7p.m.  Mrs. Rowlands, Mr. Langmead and the Clerk to attend.

· SSDC Area South Community Forum 4th December Vicarage Methodist Church Yeovil 6.30 p.m. Noted Mrs. Rowlands to attend.

· A303 Willoughby Hedge to Mere Public Information Events.  2nd December Wincanton, 3rd December Gillingham and 4th December Mere. Noted.

· Refuse & Recycling over Christmas and New Year.  Noted and displayed on noticeboard.

47.
URGENT BUSINESS ARISING AFTER THE PREPARATION OF THIS AGENDA, WHICH THE CHAIRMAN AGREES TO TAKE AS URGENT.  SUCH MATTERS WILL BE FOR NOTING OR DEFERRAL TO A FUTURE MEETING ONLY

Sarah Alford handed in her resignation as Parish Councillor due to family commitments.  Clerk to display necessary notices regarding this vacancy.

48.
LIST OF ITEMS DISTRIBUTED AND AVAILABLE SINCE LAST MEETING:
Clerks & Councils Direct Sept 08; SSDC Community Led Plans – Integrating with the Planning System; SCC Local Transport Plan 2 Summary; Yeovil District Hospital NHS Foundation Trust; SSDC Third Area East Forum 11th November 08; LCR Sept 08; SSDC Area East Bulletin Sept 08; Standards Board – Town and Parish Standard Sept 08; SSDC Area South Committee Agenda 1st Oct 08; Somerset’s Community Safety Newsletter Autumn 08; HMS Heron Volunteer Band Charity Concert 7th Nov 08; Police – South Somerset Rural neighbourhood area; SALC Items of Interest to Councillors & Clerks Oct 08; Freedom of Information Pack Oct 08; Newsletter Chief Superintendent Nikki Watson; SSDC Local Council Survey and Draft Parish Charter; Community Safety Workshop 17th Nov 08; SCC Public Consultation on the Draft Cultural Strategy for Somerset; Communities in Control A consultation document; Local Council Review November 2008; SSDC Fuel Poverty notice; Thatch; South Somerset Voluntary & Community Action September 08; Area East Mentoring Service; Clerks & Councils Direct Nov 08; Digital Switchover in South West April 2009; Christmas & New Year Recycling & Refuse Collections.

49.
NEXT QUARTERLY PARISH COUNCIL MEETINGS:

Thursday 26th February 2009, Thursday 28th May Annual Parish Meeting and Annual Parish Council Meeting

Further meetings will be called as necessary usually on the last Thursday of the month

Meeting closed at 10.30 p.m.

