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Area East News

1. Revised Timings for Area East Committee

From the 14 April 2010, the monthly Area East Committee meeting will start at the slightly earlier time of 9.00am.  Non-planning items will be dealt with first and planning items will commence promptly at 10.45am, after a 15-minute break.  You are warmly invited to attend these meetings and raise any issues that are important to your Parish during the parish question time at 9.00am or in response to any items later on the agenda.  For more information please contact: Anne Herridge on 01935 462570 or email anne.herridge@southsomerset.gov.uk 

2. South Somerset Citizens Advice Bureau (CAB)

A new home visiting service is being launched from 1 April 2010.  This will be of particular help for those who may be eligible for welfare benefits but are unable to travel to Yeovil.  For more details please call: 01935 421167 or email: cab@southsomcab.org.uk 

3. Business Rates Relief
Small businesses with a rateable value of £15,000 or less should have received notification that they may be eligible for hardship relief.  They have been advised to visit our website: www.southsomerset.gov.uk/businesssupport to complete & submit the application form.  The closing date for applications is 31 March 2010. 

4. Rights of Way – transfer of service to County Council

The Countryside Access team will be transferring to the County Council from 1 April 2010.  In the interim please contact: Rob Coate, Senior Rights of Way Officer on 01823 356851 or email: rcoate@somerset.gov.uk  

Area East Community Safety Action Panel News

5. Migrant Link Worker Project

Last year the Somerset LSP & South Somerset Together (Strategic Partnership) applied for a grant from the Migration Impact fund, which is derived from a levy on the visa application fee that economic migrants and students coming to the UK are charged.  The Partnership secured £314,094 for 5 projects funded over 2 years:

·
A mental health Community Development Officer for South Somerset MIND

·
A Chief Officer for Mid West European Communities Association (MWECA)

·
A Portuguese speaking Community Link Worker for SSDC

·
Two bilingual PCSOs for Avon and Somerset Constabulary

·
A worker for children and young people in schools for Somerset County Council

The Portuguese speaking Community Link Worker will be based in Chard and provide a link to key agencies across South Somerset.  A drop-in surgery will be offered to key area offices.  They can help with form-filling, translation, interpreting.  They will work closely with Revenues and Benefits, Council Tax and Planning departments within SSDC.  The aim is to reduce issues ending up with enforcement.  For more information please contact: Jo Morgan on 01935 462297 or email: jo.morgan@southsomerset.gov.uk 

6. Fire Safety DVD

Young people from Yeovil Foyer have been involved in producing a DVD about Fire Safety as part of Safe Night Out Week (SNOW) in partnership with the Fire Service and the Police.  The Foyer provides sheltered accommodation for 16-24 year olds.  There are 33 bed spaces offering low to medium support for up to 2 years.  All residents have to take part in training or learning opportunities and this project has made full use of their onsite media suite.   The DVD is now available for sale at £5 per copy.  The Local Service Team have confirmed that it is being taken into all youth clubs.  Caution must be exercised when showing this film, as the content of the film is not suitable for younger children.  Copies can be requested from: pauline.smith@knightstone.co.uk   

7. Headlines of Crime Statistics in Area East

· 11% reduction in police recorded crime and antisocial behaviour incidents – comparing April-Jan 2008/09 and 2009/10

· Police reported ASB significant reductions – Bruton ward -35%, Tower ward -34%, Castle Cary ward -31%, Northstone ward -28%, Wincanton ward -11%

· Police recorded crime significant reductions – Castle Cary ward -61%, Camelot ward -29%, Ivelchester ward -27% and Bruton ward -24%
· Area East incidents of rowdy/inconsiderate antisocial behaviour fell by 21%
· Significant crime reductions – theft from a motor vehicle -40%, burglary in a dwelling -37%, criminal damage to a dwelling -33%, criminal damage to a non-dwelling -22% and criminal damage to a vehicle -11%

· Incidents of fly-tipping recorded by South Somerset District Council -21% and dropping litter incidents -29%
· SSDC reported antisocial behaviour incidents – significant reductions – Milborne Port ward -46%, Northstone ward -40%, Blackmore Vale ward -23% and Ivelchester ward -21%
8. Farm Watch Scheme

The Farm Watch scheme, launched across South Somerset, helps farmers protect against livestock, machinery and equipment theft and has been supported to the tune of £800 from the Area East Community Safety Action Panel.  Under the scheme farmers will receive help preventing theft from their farms and will be able to help officers by reporting suspicious activity around their land and any sightings of agricultural machinery stolen from other farms.  Farmers who sign up to the free scheme will receive signs to put on their property to deter thieves by showing they are part of the scheme.  Other benefits include text message alerts about farm-related crime and suspicious activity and the option to contact the scheme by text message about non-emergency rural crime.  Police officers will provide a property marking scheme for machinery & equipment and farmers will also be able to register up to 5 high-value items on the National Plant and Equipment Register.  This is a register of equipment that Police forces check if they suspect a piece of agricultural equipment is stolen.  More information can be obtained from PCSO Support Anne Porter on 0845 456 7000 or from anne.porter@avonandsomerset.police.uk 
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